
free and by our own general 

disgust and disillusionment 

with a statist-society-gone-to

-hell-in-a-corporate-

handbasket, we bring you 

our newest feature: Rants.  

If you‘re not mad now, you 

will be… 

Inaugural Rant: Student 

Angered by the Dismal 

Parking Situation at a 

Local College 

I was in class for half an 

hour, bought my parking 

pass, got back to my car and 

realized I already have a 

parking ticket. Fucking 

assholes. Campus parking 

piggies, you never help me 

find a fucking parking spot 

―In the end I've only one true 

teaching for you, Dane, one 

simple word: disobedience.‖ 

—Tom O‘Bedlam, in Grant 

Morrison‘s The Invisibles. 

Anarchism isn‘t just about 

opposition to big-picture 

oppression like war, 

colonialism, capitalism, 

white supremacy, sexism, 

queerphobia, and the like. 

It‘s also an innate spirit of 

general rebellion, a 

fundamental gut-level 

revulsion against all the little 

indignities and inanities we 

must endure daily as 

disobedient freethinkers in 

an over-regulated, 

dehumanizing, 

bureaucratized society run 

by whatever venal, 

narcissistic, conformist little 

―Napoleons‖ manage to claw 

their way to the top of the 

dung hill.  

Well, as Twisted Sister 

eloquently put it, we‘re not 

gonna take it anymore! 

Inspired by both the lofty 

yearning of all people to be 

Friday, May 1st, 2015: 

International Workers’ 

Day 

May 1st is recognized by 

activists around the world as 

International Workers‘ Day. 

In LA, and other major 

cities, it has also become 

synonymous in recent 

decades with the struggle for 

immigrant workers‘ rights. 

In LA, there are numerous 

coalitions who carry out 

marches and demonstrations 

for immigrant rights each 

year.  

Con’t on 2 

Check out this year‘s call 

from Union Del Barrio, a 

group that the F@@ has had 

a comradely relationship 

with: http://

uniondelbarrio.org/main/?

p=1468 

Read more about the history 
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of ―May Day‖ here: http://

www.iww.org/history/

library/misc/

origins_of_mayday 

And remember: If possible, 

boycott work on May 1st, 

2015! 

Saturday, May 2nd, 2015: Grand 

Opening of RAC-LA and F@@ 

Community Center 

While the community center has been 

operating on an ad hoc basis for several 

months, RAC and the F@@ are 

planning its grand public debut on May 

2nd. Food, entertainment, and 

educational activities are in the works. 

Come relax and recover from May Day 

actions! Families and folks of all ages 

are welcome. 

WHERE: 2515 W. 7th St, LA 90057. 

WHEN: Saturday, May 2nd, 2015 

around 7pm. 

Further details TBA (see contacts at the 

end of this article for more info).  

If you can‘t come, but would still like 

to support, we‘re always in need of 

help keeping the community center 

open and the lights on. 

Please consider donating here: 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/

webscr?cmd=_s-

xclick&hosted_button_id=JEXQA6K5

YVBM8 

More info here: https://

theanarchistassociation.wordpress.com/

2015/01/20/please-help-support-the-rac

-community-center-in-the-new-year-a-

message-from-rac-la/ 

“ C a l e n d a r  A n n o u n c e m e n t s ”  

C o n t i n u e d . . .  
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Saturday, May 30th, 2015: New F@@ 

Study Group Begins 

The F@@ invites comrades and the 

public to the reboot of our popular 

grassroots study group. We‘ll be 

starting with a study of the Lexicon 

series from the Institute for Anarchist 

Studies (http://anarchiststudies.org/

lexicon-pamphlet-series/), followed by 

a closer look at Marxian economics. 

Coffee provided, along with potluck-

style snacks. 

WHERE: 2515 W. 7th St, LA 90057. 

WHEN: Saturday, May 30th, 2015 

around 3:30pm (and every other 

Saturday after that). 

No prior knowledge is assumed and no 

pre-reading or homework is required! 

For more information about these 

upcoming events and more, email us at 

faacollective@riseup.net or 

faacollective@gmail.com.  

Or follow us online 

Blog: https://

theanarchistassociation.wordpress.com/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/faanarchists 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

pages/The-Free-Association-of-

Anarchists/525252304243270 
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―If everybody in the hood had a Ph.D/You'd say ‗That doctor flipped that burger hella good for 

me‘"—Boots Riley of The Coup in Hip 2 Tha Scheme.  

I have been teaching for 6 years, and I am finally ready to quit and find a job that will pay me 

more for doing less work.  I've always known that teaching involved long hours with relatively 

low compensation, but I had been motivated in part by the idea that educating oppressed 

students was worth it, and that my actions would enable my students to get a good education 

and change the world in some way.  For those teachers who are making progress toward this 

goal, you have all my respect.  I just can't kick against the goads any longer. 

This piece by Labaree elaborates many of the suspicions I've had about teaching in a compulsory capitalist education system.  

When we say that we want our students to go to college so that they can be successful, what happens to the other students who 

they will displace?  If my students are prepared for the jobs of the future, who is losing out?  I want to teach a curriculum 

oriented around solidarity and citizenship. But with today’s focus on standards and district-wide benchmarks, plus limited 

skills, I don't have time to focus on anything but academic preparation. –MacD, Black Flag Staff Writer. 

…Schools, it seems, occupy an awkward position at the intersection between what we hope society will become and what we 

think it really is, between political ideals and economic realities. This in turn leads to some crucial questions: Should schools 

K e y  A n a r c h i s t  T h i n k e r s :  M i k h a i l  B a k u n i n  

Excerpt from “Public Goods, Private Goods: The American Struggle 

Over Educational Goals” by David F. Labaree (American Education 

Research Journal, Spring 1997) 
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By Black Flag Staff Writer 

Mikhail Bakunin (1814-1876), 

philosopher and itinerant radical, is 

widely celebrated as one of the 

giants of the anarchist tradition. 

Here, one of our insightful staff 

writers reminds us of Bakunin’s 

importance and urges the current 

generation of radical activists to 

learn from his work and example.—

Black Flag Editors 

―They [the Marxists] maintain that 

only a dictatorship—their 

dictatorship, of course—can create 

the will of the people, while our 

answer to this is: No dictatorship 

can have any other aim but that of 

self-perpetuation, and it can beget 

only slavery in the people tolerating 

it; freedom can be created only by 

freedom, that is, by a universal 

rebellion on the part of the people 

and free organization of the toiling 

masses from the bottom up.‖—

Mikhail Bakunin, Statism and 

Anarchism (1873) 

I think it is important to recognize 

Bakunin as a fierce keeper and 

protector of general anarchist 

thought. I feel that this excerpt from 

his writings is a good share because 

it keeps in mind that most, even so-

called allies, see the state as a 

necessary, temporary evil to achieve 

the end result: Anarchy. As Bakunin 

points out, however, no 

dictatorship—whether capitalist, 

socialist, communist, or otherwise—

can create freedom. In fact, Bakunin 

correctly predicted that if the 

Marxists were successful in seizing 

power, they would create a party 

dictatorship "all the more dangerous 

because it appears as a sham 

expression of the people's will.‖  

I will conclude with a final Bakunin 

quote and let you, the reader, assess 

its relevance and/or validity, in 

these present revolutionary times.   

"We must spread our principles, not 

with words but with deeds, for this 

is the most popular, the most potent, 

and the most irresistible form of 

propaganda."  

Con’t on 6 



"We are not in the least 

afraid of ruins.... We carry a 

new world here, in our 

hearts." 

—Buenaventura Durruti 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In the early morning of 

March 21, the building 

behind ours caught fire. 

Two people lost their lives. 

The fire spread to the mixed

-use warehouse building we 

share with 1984 Printing 

and 30+ residents. Everyone 

in our building got out 

safely, but several units 

were completely destroyed. There was extensive water and smoke damage to other units, including the ones 

occupied by AK Press and our neighbors at 1984 Printing. 

 

Yesterday, we got more bad news when the City of Oakland red-tagged our building, which prohibits us from 

occupying it. We don't know how long this will last, but it obviously means we can't conduct business as usual. 

We are hopeful that we can recover from this tragedy but we will need your help to get through it, and to support 

our neighbors who have also suffered major losses. 

 

If you can, please consider a donation to our Fire Relief Fund. If you're not in the position to donate, please help 

us by sharing the campaign. We will split all contributions to this fund with 1984 Printing and our neighbors 

affected by the fire, and we will all be very grateful for whatever you can give. 

 

We'll keep you all posted as we struggle through this awful mess. Thank you all, so much, for your support thus 

far—we can't tell you how much it means. 

 

—The AK Press Collective 

  

Make a Donation: http://www.gofundme.com/akpressfire?mc_cid=7b9d1ab4e8&mc_eid=6eb2fe3f0a 

H e l p !  A K  P r e s s  D a m a g e d  i n  F i r e :  A n  

U r g e n t  A p p e a l  f r o m  A K  P r e s s  
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alarm. The media is publishing names 

of people and groups and presenting 

false accusations as facts. They talk 

about ―anarchist terrorism‖ and 

organizations with leaders, 

hierarchical infrastructures, and varied 

recruitment methods. 

This is the continuation of police 

operation ―Operacion Pandora,‖ which 

took place last December within a 

context of constantly increasing 

repressive politics from the Spanish 

government. 

Solidarity actions have already started 

across Spain. It is very important to 

show that our comrades are not alone 

and that we are not scared, but 

angry. 

We propose that comrades carry out 

actions within your capabilities: 

demonstrations, publicity, and 

contacting the Spanish Embassy.  

In solidarity, 

MUERTE AL ESTADO Y VIVA 

LA ANARQUIA 

Contact the Authors of this 

Statement: 

stoprepressioninspain@riseup 

More information on Repression 

of Spanish Anarchists: http://

anarchistnews.org/tags/spain 

Con’t on 7 

of wif  ―woman‖ (see wife) + man "human being" (in O.E. used in 

ref. to both sexes; see man). Cf. Du. vrouwmens ―wife,‖ lit. 

―woman-man.‖ The formation is peculiar to English and Dutch. 

Replaced older O.E. wif, quean as the word for ―female human 

being.‖ The pronunciation of the singular altered in M.E. by the 

rounding influence of -w-; the plural retains the original vowel. 

Meaning ―wife,‖ now largely restricted to U.S. dial. use, is 

attested from mid-15c.  

A little more poking around reveals that ―wifman‖ or ―woman‖ 

means ―female-human‖ and ―wereman‖ means ―male-

person‖ (just like ―werewolf‖ means ―man-wolf‖).  Our modern 

language drops the modifier for men, such that the old word for 

―human‖ is now our word for ―man,‖ while ―woman‖ underwent 

merely a change in pronunciation.  I can see how changing the 

spelling to ―womyn‖ can de-androcentrize this, but it would 

honestly make more sense to return to calling men ―weremen‖ 

again. 

―Human‖ actually does come from the word for ―man‖, but 

again, not how people assume.  "Human" is not simply adding 

the prefix ―hu-‖ onto the word ―man‖ (there is no such 

—From a blog post by Andy ―The Nerd‖ Semler 

If you‘ve been on the feminist internet as long as I have, 

you‘ve no doubt seen anti-androcentric spellings of words, 

intended to remove the ―man as default, woman as other‖ 

implications.  ―Woman‖ becomes ―womyn,‖ ―human‖ 

becomes ―humyn,‖ ―person‖ becomes ―persyn.‖  That last 

one really threw me, however, as it implies that the root of 

the word ―person‖ is ―son.‖  It isn‘t. 

Let me back up to the beginning of this trend.  Feminists 

have for a few decades been trying to make the language 

more balanced.  "Mankind‖ used to be taken for granted to 

mean all homo sapien people, as though men are default 

and women the other.  ―Woman‖ is indeed formed upon the 

root of ―man‖ in our current language, but not in the way 

most people think.  Having entered this word into 

an Etymology Dictionary [http://www.etymonline.com], I 

discovered this: 

late O.E. wimman (pl. wimmen), lit. ―woman-man,‖ 

alteration of wifman (pl. wifmen), a compound 

S t o p  R e p r e s s i o n  i n  S p a i n :  A  C a l l  t o  

S o l i d a r i t y  f r o m  S p a n i s h  C o m r a d e s  

E t y m o l o g y  ( W h y  S p e l l i n g  i t  “ P e r s y n ”  

D o e s n ‟ t  H e l p )  
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On Monday the 30th of April there was a 

new repressive strike against the anarchist 

movement in Spain. Thirty-eight people 

were arrested in a police operation under the 

name ―Operacion Piñata.‖ Fifteen of them 

are facing charges of 

terrorism and five are 

in preventive 

imprisonment. Private 

homes, social centers, 

and squatted spaces 

were registered in 

Madrid, Barcelona, 

Palencia and Granada. 

Raids were carried out 

in a very open way, 

trying to create social 

http://anarchistnews.org/tags/spain
http://anarchistnews.org/tags/spain


present themselves as a model of our best hopes for our 

society and a mechanism for remaking that society in 

the image of those hopes? Should schools focus on 

adapting students to the needs of society as currently 

constructed? Or should they focus primarily on serving 

the individual hopes and ambitions of their students? 

The way you coose to answer this question determines 

the kind of goals you seek to impose on schools. 

The terms of this choice arise from a fundamental 

source of strain at the core of any liberal democratic 

society, the tension between democratic politics (public 

rights) and capitalist markets (private rights), between 

majority control and individual liberty, between 

political equality and social inequality. In the American 

setting, the poles of this debate were defined during the 

country‘s formative years by the political idealism of 

Thomas Jefferson and the economic realism of 

Alexander Hamilton. The essential problem posed by 

that tension is this: Unfettered economic freedom leads 

to a highly unequal distribution of wealth and power, 

which in turn undercuts 

the possibility for 

democratic control; but at 

the same time, restricting 

such economic freedom in 

the name of equality 

infringes on individual 

liberty, without which 

democracy can turn into 

the dictatorship of the 

majority. Each generation 

of American reformers has 

tried to figure out a way to 

preserve the Jeffersonian 

ideal of political equality 

in the face of the 

Hamiltonian reality of 

economic inequality—and 

to do so without stifling 

the productivity of the 

market economy. Yet in 

spite of a wide variety of 

“ P u b l i c  G o o d s ,  P r i v a t e  G o o d s ”  

C o n t i n u e d . . .  
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plausible and innovative attempts to find a remedy, this 

dilemma has outlasted all efforts at reform. Political 

equality and social inequality simply do not mix easily, 

and institutions that arise from efforts to pursue both of 

these goals reflect this continuing tension. 

Grounded in this contradictory social context, the 

history of American education has been a tale of 

ambivalent goals and muddled outcomes. Like other 

major institutions in American society, education has 

come to be defined as an arena that simultaneously 

promotes equality and adapts to inequality. Within 

schools, these contradictory purposes have translated 

into three distinguishable educational goals, each of 

which has exerted considerable impact without 

succeeding in eliminating the others, and each of which 

has at times served to undermine the others. I call these 

goals democratic equality, social efficiency¸ and social 

mobility. These goals differ across several dimensions: 

the extent to which they understand education as a 

preparation for political or market roles, and the 

differing perspectives on 

education that arise depending 

on one‘s particular location in 

the social structure. 

From the democratic equality 

approach to schooling, one 

argues that a democratic society 

cannot persist unless it prepares 

all of its young with equal care 

to take on the full 

responsibilities of citizenship in 

a competent manner. We all 

depend on this political 

competence of our fellow 

citizens, since we put ourselves 

at the mercy of their collective 

judgment about the running of 

our society. A corollary is that, 

in the democratic political arena, 

we are all considered equal 

(according to the rule of one 
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prefix).  Rather, the entire word ―human‖ comes from the French adjective for things ―relating to human/man‖.  Thus, changing the 

spelling of the ―man‖ part to ―myn‖ won‘t actually change anything. 

So what about ―persyn‖?  Does it fix the androcentric ―son‖ part of the word ―person‖? 

early 13c., from O.Fr. persone ―human being‖ (12c., Fr. personne), from L. persona ―human being,‖ originally ―character in a 

drama, mask,‖ possibly borrowed from Etruscan phersu ―mask.‖ This may be related to Gk. Persephone.  

This word has always been gender neutral, and may actually have come from a woman. 

Please, if you‘re going to try to make political statements, do your research first.  It took me literally 2 seconds to find the etymology 

of the word ―person,‖ and the benefits are a lifetime of not making my cause look foolish. 

—Adapted from Andy‘s original blog post here: http://andythenerd.tumblr.com/post/8735926862/etymology-or-why-spelling-it-

persyn-doesnt 

About the Author: Andy is a self-described-―genderqueer‖ blogger-activist, atheist, and ―happy humanist.‖ Check out hir primary 

blog here: http://andytehnerd.blogspot.com/ 

http://andythenerd.tumblr.com/post/8735926862/etymology-or-why-spelling-it-persyn-doesnt
http://andythenerd.tumblr.com/post/8735926862/etymology-or-why-spelling-it-persyn-doesnt
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A n a r c h y  i s  C h a o s  
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This article is adapted from a page on the charming website 

called ―TV Tropes,‖ a Wikipedia-style ―catalog of the tricks 

of the trade for writing fiction‖ with a focus on TV writing. 

The site examines various writing tropes (―devices and 

conventions that a writer can reasonably rely on as being 

present in the audience members' minds and expectations‖), 

several of which are also referenced in the piece below. 

See the original page, with links, here: http://tvtropes.org/

pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/AnarchyIsChaos --Black Flag 

Editors 

Evey: All this riot and uproar, V... is this Anarchy? Is this the 

Land of Do-As-You-Please? 

V: No. This is only the land of take-what-you-want. Anarchy 

means ―without leaders,‖ not ―without order.‖ With anarchy 

comes an age of ordnung, of true order, which is to say 

voluntary order... this age of ordnung will begin when the 

mad and incoherent cycle of verwirrung that these bulletins 

reveal has run its course... This is not anarchy, Evey. This is 

chaos. —from V for Vendetta by Alan Moore. 

A virtually ubiquitous trope, both in fiction and real life, is the 

misconception that anarchists have no beliefs, that anarchy is 

chaos. While anarchy and chaos are not mutually exclusive 

(chaos is anarchic, although it often devolves into despotism, 

but anarchy is not necessarily chaotic) such an un-mindset is 

properly called nihilism, the belief in nothing. However, the 

actual definition of anarchism is the belief that rulership 

should not exist (as indicated in its Greek roots, an- [no] -

arkhos [ruler]). There is much division on the extent and 

nature of rulership, and what it means. Regardless of this 

division, in fiction, anarchists (of any stripe) are often accused 

of favoring a Hobbesian-style war of all against all. 

This trope can be used as an anti-anarchism propaganda tool 

when played together with [the trope] Chaos Is Evil. 

This [anti-anarchist] trope is rare/more likely to be averted in 

Spanish works since a substantial minority of the population 

formed a highly regarded anarchist system during the Spanish 

Civil War. Some of them are still living and anarchist 

organizations are slightly more mainstream than in most 

countries. They are still a political minority, though. 

In real life, this trope is usually averted. Some proponents of 

anarchy are actually quite high on the "idealistic" side of the 

sliding scale of idealism versus cynicism; they genuinely 

believe that humans are good, and so a society with no form 

of higher authority or official rules will become utopia, as all 

people will be able to communicate with and understand each 

other as individuals and will choose to be good. Most other 

anarchists are more cynical, and believe that anarchy is 

desirable because humans are flawed—giving them power, 

these anarchists contend, simply makes matters more chaotic, 

and will inevitably lead to power abuse. This was the position 

of Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (the first person to declare himself 

an anarchist, incidentally), who penned the phrase "Anarchy 

Is Order." This is, by the way, the meaning of the circle A 

symbol you may have seen graffiti'd here and there (it's 
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when there's nowhere within a mile 

radius of the school to park. You freely 

take up parking lots away from the 

students for ―private events‖ and you 

still have the audacity to 

cite me on the second 

morning of school when 

I'm happily making my 

way to class and 

purchasing my new 

permit as if you're so on 

top of your shit. You're 

not out to serve me, you 

bunch of fucking 

assholes. What's this 

money going toward 

anyway? Your pitiful 

salary? Of course it is. Fuck even 

using that money for another parking 

structure. Let's just make more parking 

piggy jobs. Let's bring all the piggies 

to the campus. All the piggies to the 

yard. I hate you all, stupid parking 

enforcement piggies. 

 

Classic Rant: Pierre Joseph-

Proudhon in the Epilogue to General 

Idea of the Revolution in the 

Nineteenth Century (1851) 

O, personality of man! Can it be that 

for sixty centuries you have groveled 

in this abjection? You call yourself 

holy and sacred, but you are only the 

prostitute, the unwearied and unpaid 

prostitute, of your servants, of your 

monks, and of your soldiers. You 

know it, and you permit it. To be 

GOVERNED is to be kept in sight, 

inspected, spied upon, directed, law-

driven, numbered, enrolled, 

indoctrinated, preached at, controlled, 

estimated, valued, censured, 

commanded, by creatures who have 

neither the right, nor the wisdom, nor 

the virtue to do 

so. To be 

GOVERNED is 

to be at every 

operation, at 

every 

transaction, 

noted, 

registered, 

enrolled, taxed, 

stamped, 

measured, 

numbered, 

assessed, licensed, authorized, 

admonished, forbidden, reformed, 

corrected, punished. It is, under 

the pretext of public utility, and 

in the name of the general 

interest, to be placed under 

contribution, trained, ransomed, 

exploited, monopolized, 

extorted, squeezed, mystified, 

robbed; then, at the slightest 

resistance, the first word of 

complaint, to be repressed, fined, 

despised, harassed, tracked, 

abused, clubbed, disarmed, 

choked, imprisoned, judged, 

condemned, shot, deported, 

sacrificed, sold, betrayed; and, to 

crown all, mocked, ridiculed, 

outraged, dishonored. That is 

government; that is its justice; 

that is its morality. And to think 

that there are democrats among 

us who pretend that there is any 

good in government; Socialists 

who support this ignominy, in 

the name of Liberty, Equality, 

and Fraternity; proletarians who proclaim 

their candidacy for the Presidency of the 

Republic! Hypocrisy! 

Now it’s on you, dear readers: Are you 

burnt out, offended, demoralized, and just 

plain pissed off by the bullshit shoveled 

on you ―by creatures who have neither 

the right, nor the wisdom, nor the virtue 

to do so‖? Then send us your righteously-

indignant rants. 

We‘ll be honored to publish them 

quarterly in the rebellious pages of Black 

Flag. 

And always remember: anger is a gift. –

Your Humble Black Flag Editors 
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person, one vote), but this political equality can be undermined 

if the social inequality of citizens grows too great. Therefore 

schools must promote both effective citizenship and relative 

equality. Both of these outcomes are collective benefits of 

schooling without which we cannot function as a polity. 

Democratic equality, then, is the perspective of the citizen, from 

which education is seen as a public good, designed to prepare 

people for political roles.  

The social efficiency approach to schooling argues that our 

economic well-being depends on our ability to prepare the 

young to carry out useful economic roles with competence. The 

idea is that we all benefit from a healthy economy and from the 

contribution to such an economy made by the productivity of 

our fellow worker. As a consequence, we cannot allow this 

function to be supported only by voluntary means, since self-

interest would encourage individuals to take a free ride on the 

human capital investment of their fellow citizens while 

investing personally in a form of education that would provide 

the highest individual return. Instead, society as a whole must 

see to it that we invest educationally in the productivity of the 

entire workforce. Social efficiency, then, is the perspective of 

the taxpayer and the employer, from which education is seen as 

a public good designed to prepare workers to fill structurally 

necessary market roles. 

The social mobility approach to schooling argues that education 

is a commodity, the only purpose of which is to provide 

individual students with a competitive advantage in the struggle 

for desirable social positions. The aim is to get more of this 

valuable commodity than one‘s competitors, which puts a 

premium on a form of education that is highly stratified and 

unequally distributed. This, then, is the perspective of the 

individual educational consumer, from which education is seen 

as a private good designed to prepare individuals for successful 

social competition for the more desirable market roles.  

In an important way, all three of these goals are political in that 

all are efforts to establish the purposes and functions of an 

essential social institution. But one major political difference 

among them is positional, with people in different positions 

adopting different perspectives on the purposes of education. 

The democratic equality goal arise from the citizen, social 

efficiency from the taxpayer and employer, and social mobility 

from the educational consumer. The first goal expresses the 

politics of citizenship, the second expresses the politics of 

human capital, and the third expresses the politics of individual 

opportunity. Of the three approaches to schooling, the first is 

the most thoroughly political in that it sets as its goal the 

preparation of students as actors in the political arena. The other 

two goals, in contrast, portray education as a mechanism for 

adapting students to the market. And this suggests another 

major differentiating factor, the way in which each goal locates 

education in the public-private dimension. For the democratic 

equality goal, education is a purely public good; for social 

efficiency, it is a public good in service to the private sector; 

and for social mobility, it is a private good for personal 

consumption… 

—David F. Labaree 

About the Author: Trained as a sociologist, David Labaree is 

the author of several books on education, and is currently a 

professor in the Graduate School of Education at Stanford 

University.  

To read the entire piece, with citations, visit: https://

web.stanford.edu/~dlabaree/publications/

Public_Goods_Private_Goods.pdf 

https://web.stanford.edu/~dlabaree/publications/Public_Goods_Private_Goods.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~dlabaree/publications/Public_Goods_Private_Goods.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~dlabaree/publications/Public_Goods_Private_Goods.pdf


 

actually an "A" inside an "O"). More information 

can be found in our ―Useful Notes on 

Anarchism‖ [another excellent TV Trope article, found 

here: http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/

UsefulNotes/Anarchism].  

In short, the anarchist who promotes anarchy while 

actually believing that anarchy will result in the natural 

savage instincts of humanity leading to a society where 

the weak are fodder for the strong—and yet continues 

to do so because they believe that either (1) they will 

be among the "strong", or else (2) such a dire scenario 

is still better than the existent system, or that (3) the 

sooner humanity goes extinct the better off it will be—

is pretty much a creation of media. Basically, a person 

who actually thinks anarchy will lead to chaos will 

probably not become an anarchist in the first place 

(unless that person is a Misanthrope Supreme [a TV 

trope, again]). 

Like us on Facebook : 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-

Free-Association-of-

Anarchists/525252304243270 

Follow us on Twitter: @FAAnarchists 

Check out our blog: 

www.theanarchistassociation.wordpress.com  

Submit/Subscribe to Black Flag: 

faacollective@riseup.net 

“ A n a r c h y  i s  C h a o s ”  
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